
1 St. Michael Le Belfrey - Contemporary Reordering LDN Architects
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Training Event - 381 (118 Ground Floor + 263 Balcony)
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The moment of arrival across the threshold of St. Michael le Belfrey will be uplifting and surprising. Gone will
be the dark, cramped porch replaced with a full height, light filled, welcoming space leading people towards
the re-ordered nave. Here, the Victorian clutter of dark pews will be replaced with new balconies and flexible
rooms with comfortable, stackable chairs arranged in multiple ways to precisely suit the event, whether it be
worship, concert or celebration. For smaller congregations, new moveable partitions will enclose the side rooms
for other uses. On days when the Church is at capacity, these partitions will be drawn back and the balconies
will be full, creating a vibrant atmosphere, with the congregation able to see suspended projection screens
from any seat. Three acoustically separated rooms at balcony level will be accessible to all from the new lift and
the stairs wrapping around the essential facilities of toilets, servery and stores. The expression of these new
interventions will be simple and calm but with a subtle character - an intentional foil to the highly articulated
Gothic architecture and the generations of memorials that line the walls. The re-ordered church will reinforce
the commitment, passion and confidence of the people it serves.

Typical Service - 495 Capacity Large Congregation - 611 Capacity
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